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Small changes
can bring big 
benefits

A garden isn’t just a 
backdrop, it’s an 
ecosystem that can 
nourish you, 
support wildlife, 
and help the planet

Brooklyn Bridge Garden
Photo: Rebecca McMackin



Plants are the 
foundation of life

• Powered by sunlight, plants 
convert solar energy into chemical 
energy 
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Photosynthesis.gif: CC BY-SA 4.0

Autotrophs are primary producers, converting energy into organic matter. They 
include plants, plant-like protists, some bacteria, some lichens, and archaea.

• Plants are 
the basis of 
complex 
food webs 



holds more creatures than 
there are people on the planet! 

One teaspoon of healthy soil

Images generated by ChatGPT from OpenAI



Small but mighty



What we do to the Earth, we do to ourselves. 

Hamilton Red River Valley: Municipal World



Life is disappearing

• Almost half the planet’s 
species are experiencing rapid 
population declines (WWF - Living Planet 

Report 2022)

• The variety of life is 
diminishing (The Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform (IPBES), “Global Assessment on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services,” 2019)
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Planetary and Biodiversity Threats 

Canada- 135 Species Disappeared (Wildlife Report, 2020)

Ontario- 2,752 Species are at Risk (Auditor General, 2021)

https://wildlife-species.canada.ca/species-risk-registry/virtual_sara/files/reports/Wild%20Species%202020.pdf
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/news/21_summaries/2021_summary_ENV_ProtectingSpecies.pdf


Insects: ANDREW SNYDER, NWF.org

Harvard Biologist E.O. Wilson

‘Insect Apocalypse’

“…little things that 
run the world…”

van Klink, Roel & Bowler, Diana & Gongalsky, 
Konstantin & Swengel, Ann & Gentile, Alessandro & 
Chase, Jonathan. (2020). Meta-analysis reveals 
declines in terrestrial but increases in freshwater 
insect abundances. Science (New York, N.Y.). 368. 
417-420. 10.1126/science.aax9931. 

Wagner, David & Grames, Eliza & Forister, Matthew & Berenbaum, May & 
Stopak, David. (2021). Insect decline in the Anthropocene: Death by a 
thousand cuts. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 118. e2023989118. 

10.1073/pnas.2023989118. 

• Insects have 
declined 45% 
globally in the 
last 35 years

• Flying insects 
down 70%

http://nwf.org/


Rapid butterfly declines

Between 2000 and 2020, total 
butterfly abundance fell by 22% 
across the 554 recorded species

Data from Buffalo, N.Y. NYT

Edwards, et al., “Rapid butterfly declines across the United 
States during the 21st century,” 2025 
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adp4671 

Karner Blue

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/03/06/climate/us-butterfly-population.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20250307&instance_id=149351&nl=the-morning&regi_id=79137994&segment_id=192811&user_id=31bfd3b3bf02b3a2e5bfe42e45efb53f&smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adp4671


North American birds have 
dramatically declined

We have lost almost 3 billion birds 
since 1970

• 60,000,000 per year! 

• 164,000 per day

Image: www.birds.cornell.edu/



You can be a 
superhero

• Through the simple 
act of gardening

Yellow Warbler. Credit: Kyle Tansley



What you plant can 
help

• Clean air

• Clean water

• Reduce heat islands

• Reduce flooding

• Reduce tension

• Improve your health & the health 
of our planet

Images generated by ChatGPT from OpenAI

So, let’s make life better



I’ll be referring to this throughout the presentation.
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Rosa blanda 

Smooth Rose

Photo: Go Botany

Rosa multiflora 

Photo: Phil Lucas

Rootstock or natural hedge

Rosa chinensis
Photo: Wikipedia

Photo: Wikipedia

Sakurai Midori - Own work, 
CC BY-SA

Invasive (Invasive Alien Species-IAS) 

Native (Indigenous)

• Plants occurring naturally in a particular region or 
ecosystem that have evolved in concert with other 
naturally occurring species

Non-native (Introduced, Alien, Exotic)

• Non-native plants introduced outside their normal 
distribution or with no natural distribution.

Non-native plants whose introduction or 
spread threatens the environment, the 

economy, or society, including human health. 
(Government of Canada, 2004).

Some parts of China 

Plants of the 
World Online
Native
Introduced

East Asia, China, Japan, Korea



Many invasive 
plants are still sold

• Amur maple 

• Burning bush 

• Creeping jenny 

• English ivy 

• Goutweed 

• Non-native honeysuckles 

• Japanese barberry 

• Miscanthus 

• Pachysandra 

• Lily of the valley 

• Periwinkle 
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Ontario Auditor General Do not Sell List

These are 
just some…



Many lists of plants to 
avoid

• Canadian Council on Invasive Species

• Invasive Species Centre

• Ontario Invasive Plant Council

• Credit Valley Conservation Authority

• Upper Thames Conservation Authority

• CCIPR.ca

A list of information

AI-generated content may be incorrect.
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A close-up of a plant

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

ccipr.ca
https://mgoi.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Credit-Valley-Conservation-Priority-List-of-InvasivePlants-Ontario.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Invasive-plants.pdf
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Invasive plants harm 
our environment and 
cost us all money to 

manage!

Join the 
Canadian Coalition 
for Invasive Plant 

Regulation
CCIPR.ca

http://ccipr.ca


Ottawa South Eco-
Action Network - 
OSEAN

• Remove

invasive 

plants from

your garden.

• Don’t sell

them at plant 

sales.

https://www.facebook.com/OttawaSouthEcoAction?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVwT_JtjNKUdPVugheEw_u6yIHIR1BzmS-RfWWimkQ0_l34orlffEAiJacHIYxLJ_983_BoqOfSC2zjTyKOrTbOEyQVLgbnu7idZzGetcn5LgMLUEtTEjCTv00HVWOUgIyl0kDW4d3dri9eE6U5nWHrl-Mkw-rdZsoipO5-hDruc3w4QvuxWwzlnbL7f5rsoJ4&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaSouthEcoAction?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVwT_JtjNKUdPVugheEw_u6yIHIR1BzmS-RfWWimkQ0_l34orlffEAiJacHIYxLJ_983_BoqOfSC2zjTyKOrTbOEyQVLgbnu7idZzGetcn5LgMLUEtTEjCTv00HVWOUgIyl0kDW4d3dri9eE6U5nWHrl-Mkw-rdZsoipO5-hDruc3w4QvuxWwzlnbL7f5rsoJ4&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaSouthEcoAction?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVwT_JtjNKUdPVugheEw_u6yIHIR1BzmS-RfWWimkQ0_l34orlffEAiJacHIYxLJ_983_BoqOfSC2zjTyKOrTbOEyQVLgbnu7idZzGetcn5LgMLUEtTEjCTv00HVWOUgIyl0kDW4d3dri9eE6U5nWHrl-Mkw-rdZsoipO5-hDruc3w4QvuxWwzlnbL7f5rsoJ4&__tn__=-UC*F


• Hydrangea arborescens
• Native ‘Wild hydrangea’
• Ecosystem function
• >Decorative value

• A nativar is a selection of a 
native plant. 
• Naturally occurring or bred 

by humans 
• Cloned for reproduction

• A cultivar is any plant 
selectively bred by 
humans
• Shape, habit, disease 

resistance etc 

Hey where’s 
the pollen?

Hydrangea arborescens 
credit John Lynch GoBotany

‘Haas Halo’ 
credit Native Beauties

‘Annabelle’ 

More on Native Plants 

Decorative value is often marketed by nurseries…



“stands out in a crowd”



• 'Piccolino' Piccolino 
Double Coneflower – 

• Photo: Darwin Perennials



University of Wyoming 

• Plants selected for their 
appearance 

• Country of origin not considered
• Often planted individually or as an 

‘accent’
• Often no common soil, moisture, 

preferences
• “Maintenance” driven by 

appearance (leaves, stems, mulch) 
• Significant resource inputs (water, 

pesticide, fertilizer)

Esthetics over Ecosystem 
Function



Gardening with Native   
Plants

• Community of plants chosen for 

their ecosystem functions
• Minimum resource inputs

• Fertilizer, water
• ‘Management’ that works with 

nature:  
• Not esthetics

• Pollen, nectar, foliar, fruit 
resources, seeds 

• Host plants for moths and 
butterflies → birds

• Support native bees, insects, 
animals and birds





Co-evolved Functional 
Relationships

“Native plants are species that 
evolved in association with all the 
features of a place and developed 
specific and important functional 
relationships and interactions that 
contribute to the specificity and 
identity of that place.”
• Lorraine Johnson

Let’s take a closer look at what this 
means….



Monarch butterfly
                 +
Milkweed spp.

‘Native plants 
are species that 
evolved in 
association’

Image: Brainerd Dispatch
Let’s think beyond iconic individuals…



Search “plant” + “faunal associations”

Illinois Wildflowers
Dr. John Hilty

Nectar, leaves, seedpods, stems
• short-tongued bees

• long-tongued bees

• wasps

• predatory wasps

• flies

• skippers

• butterflies

• various milkweed plant bugs

• moths, including Sphinx moths

• Monarch Butterfly

• Milkweed Tiger Moth

• Unexpected Cycnia

• Delicate Cycnia

• katydids

• weevils

• Beetles

• Seed bugs

• galls



Milkweed tussock
moth

Large milkweed bug + nymphs

Adult red milkweed beetle

Ants and aphids

Above images University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Delicate Cycnia

Milkweed galls

https://wisc.edu/


Stem from 
Butterfly 
Milkweed



• Birds strip the filaments 
from the milkweed to build 
nests!

• “Functional relationships”

• Cultural practices matter

• Leaves stems and leaves 

"Brooklyn Bridge Park Lessons (so far!) in Constructed Ecology" - Rebecca McMackin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxrQrhLL-Sg&t=1065s


Native plants support native 
wildlife

• About half of all insects are 
herbivores

• 70% of all herbivores are 
specialists capable of feeding 
on a narrow range of plants

• About 25% of bees are pollen 
specialists
‘specific and important 
functional relationships’

Did you know 
several species of 

bees require 
dogwood pollen?

Fragile Miner Bee
Andrena fragilis
Photo: CWWood

Mining Bee
Andrena integra
Photo: D Burnham

Schoonhoven et al. 2005, Chapter 2, pages 5-9



Evening Primrose 
(Oenothera biennis)

‘specific and important 
functional relationships’

Evening Primrose 
Sweat Bee 
(Lasioglossum oenotherae)



The lives of specialists are tied to KEY plants 

SPECIALIST 
Andrena 

MONTHS ACTIVE REQUIRED 
PLANT(S)J F M A M J J A S O N D

A. accepta X X X Sunflower

A. arabis X X X Spring Beauty*

A. erythronii X X X Trout lily

A. fragilis X X X Dogwood

Stubbs C. S., et al. 1992. Technical Bulletin 148: Alternative forage plants for native 

(wild) bees associated with lowbush blueberry, Vaccinium spp., in Maine. University of 

Maine Cooperative Extension, Orono, ME.

Andrena erythronii is 

exclusive to Trout Lily

~150 of 350 bee species in Southern Ontario are specialists

Excerpt from Fowler & Droege, “Pollen Specialist Bees of the Eastern United States,” 2020: * Arabis, Cardamine

The illustration of the solitary bee’s life cycle is from Bee Friendly.

Photo: Conrad Vispo

“Co-evolved Functional Relationships”

https://jarrodfowler.com/specialist_bees.html


https://www.pollinator-pathway.org/tallamy-keystone-plants

Food 
webs



Native plant gardening is all 
about co-evolved relationships 

and community.

• Plants support species 
above and below 
ground

• And those species 
support other species 
and those species … 

Deyn, G.B. & Putten, Wim. (2005). Linking aboveground and belowground diversity. Trends in ecology & evolution. 20. 625-33. 10.1016/j.tree.2005.08.009. 

The interconnected nature of life



NON-NATIVEINVASIVE NATIVE KEYSTONE

Gardens have the potential to hinder or support biodiversity…

CULTIVARS

Hey where’s 
the pollen?



A few (14%) Key Native Plant 
groups (genera) support 90% of 
butterflies and moths

Without these powerhouse 
plants that support caterpillars, 
the food web is doomed

Narango, D.L., Tallamy, D.W. & Shropshire, K.J. (2020) Few keystone plant genera 
support the majority of Lepidoptera species. Nat Commun 11, 5751

Doug Tallamy

A keystone species support ecosystems

Keystones are critical

Images generated by ChatGPT from OpenAI



• Breeding chickadees must find 
6,000 to 9,000 caterpillars to rear 
one clutch of young

• They require native keystone 
species 



Search “faunal 
associations” + 
plant name

Goldenrod (Solidago spp.)
Faunal Associations: A wide variety of insects visit the flowers for 
pollen or nectar, including long-tongued bees, short-tongued bees, 
wasps, flies, beetles, and a few butterflies and moths. Cross-pollination 
by these insects is required in order to set fertile seeds. The caterpillars 
of many moths feed on the foliage and other parts of this goldenrod 
and others (see Moth Table). A common insect that forms spherical 
galls on the stems is Eurosta solidaginis (Goldenrod Gall Fly). Other 
insects that feed on this goldenrod include Epicauta pensylvanica (Black 
Blister Beetle), Lopidea media(Goldenrod Scarlet Plant Bug), Lygus 
lineolaris (Tarnished Plant Bug), and various leaf beetles and 
leafhoppers. Among mammals and birds, the Prairie Chicken, Eastern 
Goldfinch, and Swamp Sparrow eat the seeds, while the White-Tailed 
Deer and Eastern Cottontail Rabbit occasionally eat the foliage 
(although it is not a preferred food source). In overgrazed pastures, 
there have been reports of a rust fungus on the leaves of goldenrod 
poisoning livestock during the fall. Sometimes beavers and muskrats 
use the stems in their dams or dens.

www.illinoiswildflowers

Goldenrod & Monarch
Photo Tina Nord Pexels.com
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http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/tablex/table4.html


Search “faunal 
associations” + 
plant name

Periwinkle (Vinca minor)
Faunal Associations: According to Müller of 19th 
century Germany, the nectar of the flowers 
attract bumblebees, Anthophorine bees 
(Anthophora spp.), mason bees (Osmia spp.), 
and bee flies (including Bombylius major). In 
Illinois, such insect visitors appear to be few. 
The seeds are too small to be of any interest to 
birds, and the foliage is toxic to mammalian 
herbivores. This plant appears to have little 
ecological value to fauna.

 www.illinoiswildflowers

Vinca minor 
Photo: https://pixnio.com/

This plant appears 
to have little 

ecological value



Native plants bring 
birds & butterflies

• 50% higher abundance of native 
birds

• 9x higher abundance of rare birds

• 3x more butterfly species

• 2x higher abundance of native 
bees

Regional Invasive Species & Climate Change Management Group



Birds are the secret 
to happiness

Greater bird biodiversity 
can bring greater joy 
than more money

Annie Krug, Chirp (2022)

Methorst et al, “The importance of species 
diversity for human well-being in Europe, 2020. 

https://chirpforbirds.com/avian-inspiration/forget-money-birds-are-the-secret-to-happiness/?srsltid=AfmBOop1QTw_XZLtbBHEiTVtdF-lnpbUQI-3OQyfhbwNdxYhdpmzBSm6
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/12/201204110246.htm


How do we start?
Many great resources

A great series from Credit Valley Conservation Association



Pollinator Gardens – Diversity supports Biodiversity

• Bees - Bright colours (not red)

• Butterflies - Bright colours including red with faint 
sweet scents and a landing pad 

• Moths - Night blooming flowers (typically white) 
with strong, thick sweet smells

• Flies - All of the above plus flowers with 
resembling of rotting fruit or dung or carrion

• Beetles - Strongly fruity white or green flowers

Moisset, B., Buchmann, S. (2012) Bee basics: An introduction to our native bees, Washington, DC: 
USDA Forest Service and Pollinator Partnership.

Long tongue
bees

Short tongue
bees

Flies

Beetles

Moths & Butterflies



• Golden Alexanders
• Swamp Milkweed
• Culver’s Root
• Yellow Coneflower
• Goldenrods
• Asters

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/attracting_beneficial_insects_with_native_flowering_plants_e2973

These native plants 
were the best for 
attracting beneficial 

insects.

Blooms from May to 
October
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Native Plants For Pollinators 
And Beneficial Insects: Great 
Lakes Region

https://grownative.org/2021/05/17/native-plant-container-gardening/
https://files.cvc.ca/cvc/uploads/2022/03/com_uo_rain-ready-plant-list_20240125_a.pdf
https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-great-lakes
https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-great-lakes
https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-great-lakes
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Poster by Justin Lewishttps://fgca.net/species-conservation/native-species-learn/south/

https://fgca.net/species-conservation/native-species-learn/south/
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In Our Nature

Garden Conditions and Features

• (30)  Plants for Wet Areas and Ponds
• (27) Plants for Boulevard Gardens
• (21) Groundcovers
• (21) Dry Shade
• Shade by seasons + Ferns/sedges/grasses
• Clay soils

• (12) Prairie
• (12 )Wetland
• (9) Woodland

• (6) Milkweed (4) Sunflowers, (8) Goldenrods, 
(10)Asters

• (9) Berry producing shrubs for birds
• (21) Plants for hummingbirds (nectar, insect, nest)

Inournature.ca

Search Filters

Light, moisture, 
soil, special 
features, growing 
zone
• Sun/dry/clay/shrub/zone 

Oro-Medonte Zone 5A-5B 

https://www.inournature.ca/native-plants-for-wet-areas


Shade plants 
selected for 
beautiful foliage 
and spring to fall 
blooms.

bluethumb.org



There are many beautiful native plants for sun

Pearly everlastingSide-oats grama

Prairie smokeBlue gramaAromatic aster Blazing star Purple prairie clover

Aromatic aster
Blue grama
Butterfly weed
Dotted blazing star
Prairie phlox
Prairie smoke
Purple prairie clover
Pearly everlasting
Side oat grama

DRY SUN

Jen Ehlert, Co-Director of Design, 
Metro Blooms Design+Build



and many beautiful native plants for shade

White wood aster

Nanny bushFoam flower Solomon seal Zigzag goldenrod

Cinnamon fernChristmas fern
Threatened



Blooming 
Boulevards

• A - BEST FOR BOULEVARDS (low 
height, drought- and salt-tolerant, 
infertile soil)

• B - BEST FOR SUNNY AREAS (various 
heights, dry-average soil moisture)

• C - BEST FOR SUN/PART SHADE AREAS 
(various heights, dry-average soil 
moisture)

• D - BEST FOR SHADE/WOODLAND 
GARDENS (average-moist rich organic 
soil)

• E - BEST FOR SUNNY DAMP AREAS 
AND RAIN GARDENS (moist-wet soil)

https://www.bloomingboulevards.org



Pollen for bees from spring to fall

Keystone 
species for 
Zones 4+ 



Where do I start?

I don’t want to lose my
delphiniums.



American Painted Lady

Black Swallowtail

Golden Alexanders 

Spring blooms
Beneficial insects

Colour
Structure

Ironweed



Flowers & Food

• Interplant your vegetables with 
flowering plants

• Attracts pollinators and increases 
pollination services

• Adding native plants is even 
more effective!



Tufted hair grass 
Deschampsia cespitosa

Butterfly milkweed 
Asclepias tuberosa

Rose 
Garden



Pale coneflower 
Echinacea pallida 

Perennial 
Border



• Choose plants that fit your 
growing conditions.

• Consider adding “keystone” 
plants

• Aim for 70% native plants by 
biomass

• Here are some of my 
favourites…

Adding Ecologically 
Productive Plants
 to your Garden

Culver’s Root



Camouflaged looper

Goldenrods 
are Great!
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Bluestem Goldenrod



Pollen specialists

Common Name Genus (Species)
Specialist 

Bees

Goldenrod Solidago & Euthamia
28

Black-eyed susan Rudbeckia
17

Aster Symphiotrichum
16

Willow Salix
12

Fowler & Droege, "Pollen Specialist Bees of the Eastern United States," 2020

U.S. National Wildlife Federation bee numbers for Eastern Temperate zone
Andrena erythronii on Trout Lily Erythronium 

americanum Photo: Conrad Vispo

It is life 

or death

Plants that support the highest number of specialist species



New England Aster



• Photo: Donna Bos MGOI FB

Rudbeckia spp

Black-Eyed Susan
Rudbeckia hirta Zones 4+



Tall Thimbleweed 
Anemone virginiana
Zones 3-8
Images: A Cultivated Art Inc



Pearly Everlasting
Asteracee



Culver’s Root & Rudbeckia



Geranium maculatum
 Jack in the pulpit



Butterfly milkweed                            Harebells (Campanula rotundifolia)



Create ‘Soft Landings’ 
under trees

Heather Holmes www.pollinatorsnativeplants.com/

• Replace lawn with groundcovers 
or shrubs 

• Allows insects to fall to the 
ground and complete their life 
cycle

• Fireflies, bumble bees, beetles 
and lacewings 



Wild Ginger



Phlox 
stolonifera 

Creeping Phlox



• NoddingTrillium

• White Trillium

• Red Trillium

• Painted Trillium

• Drooping Trillium

Trilliums
5 native species in Ontario



Native Sedges
• Rain garden 

• Carex crinita, full sun to part shade (moist)
• Carex grayii, part sun to part shade, (moist) 

• Moist to wet
• Carex sprengelii, part sun or shade 
• Carex vulpinoidea, full sun to part shade 
• Carex bromoides, part sun to shade (moist)
• Carex grisea, sun to shade 

• Medium
• Carex albicans, part shade to full 
• Carex eburnea, sun to shade 

• Dry to medium
• Carex pensylvanica, full sun to shade 
• Carex plantaginea, part sun to shade 

Brown Eyed 
Wikipedia

Skipper  
Bugguide



Cinnamon 
Fern



Use shrubs and trees to build structure and provide shelter













Eastern Redbud 

• Cercis canadensis

https://www.countrybeehoney.ca/



Hover Fly 
Mottled 
Duskywing 

Spring AzureSummer Azure

New Jersey Tea 
Ceanothus americanus

Images: www.wildflower.org



Spicebush Swallowtail

Promethea Silkmoth

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

Lindera benzoin

Images: www.wildflower.org

www.audubon.org



Serviceberry
Amelanchier spp.





Buttonbush
Cephalanthus occidentalis





Management not 
maintenance

Traditional garden 
maintenance should 
shift to eco-friendly 
management that 
works with nature, not 
against it. 

Above center Oakville landscape, C. Kavassalis
 Right and bottom generated by ChatGPT from OpenAI

Manicured 
landscapes reflect 
old ideas





Comma Butterfly
Fall 2018



• Build soil health
• Insulate tree roots
• Reduce water loss
• Shelters overwintering 

species
• Supports mycorrhizal 

associations
• Protects spring ephemerals 

Firefly on my patio



Be creative with 
leaves

• Use leaves as mulch between 
plants

• Use mulching mowers to increase 
the rate of leaf decomposition

• Create an attractive compost area 
in your landscape design

• Store leaves in leaf bags to make 
leaf mold



Big or small, it all counts

Both big and small gardens       
provide services, 

How to Start a Balcony Vegetable Garden: An Easy Guide to Green Living
https://www.bulksgo.com/home-improvement

Provide food

Support wildlife

Improve air quality

Spark joy

. . .



Even tiny gardens can 
make a difference

94

Xerces Pollinator Garden Kit

Planter on a condominium roof had five large caterpillars Keller 
Science Action Center at the Chicago Field Museum 

Connolly, "Urban milkweed gardens help monarch populations, study shows" 2024

https://www.wcia.com/news/animals/urban-milkweed-gardens-help-monarch-populations-study-shows/


Keep your Garden Buzzing!

• Choose plants native to your 
region 

• Match plants with your growing 
conditions

• Include a diversity of species
• Prioritize trees and shrubs
• Perennials spp that bloom from 

early spring to late fall
• Variety of flower shapes, 

colours, sizes
• Native grasses and sedges
• Plant ‘aggressive’ native species 

last
• Aim for >70% native plants
• Remove invasive plants!

Native bee ‘buzz’ pollinating blueberries



No holes = no life



No holes

No life



No holes

No life



No holes

No life





•CCIPR.ca@gmail.com

Thank you to 
our 
supporters!



Together we can make a difference

Thank you!
Questions ?

MGOI.ca
ccipr.ca
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